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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) has been prepared by Cory 
Environmental Holdings Limited (trading as Cory Riverside Energy (‘the 
Applicant’)) and the Environment Agency (EA). For the purposes of this SOCG, 
the Applicant and EA will jointly be referred to as ‘the Parties’. 

1.1.2 The Applicant has applied to the Secretary of State under the Planning Act 2008 
for powers to construct, operate and maintain an integrated Energy Park, to be 
known as Riverside Energy Park (REP).  The principal elements of REP 
comprise complementary energy generating development and an associated 
Electrical Connection (together referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’).  

1.1.3 Preparation of this SOCG has been informed by discussions between the 
Parties. The purpose of this SOCG is to set out agreed factual information about 
the Application to facilitate an efficient examination process.   

1.1.4 This SOCG covers the following topics: 

 Tidal Flood Defences; 

 Flood Risk Activity Permit;  

 Terrestrial Biodiversity; 

 Environmental Permit; and 

 R1 Application. 

1.1.5 Overall, this SOCG is intended to give a clear position of the state and extent of 
agreement between the Parties at the date on which this SOCG is signed and 
submitted to the Secretary of State. 

1.2 The DCO Application 

1.2.1 The DCO Application was submitted on 16th November 2018 and accepted by 
the Secretary of State on the 14th December 2018. The Application was 
accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES).  

1.2.2 The Parties agree that the ES forms the full and complete Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 as amended (the EIA 
Regulations) and it is further agreed that the ES contains sufficient 
environmental information to enable the Secretary of State to make their 
determination. 
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1.3 The Examination 

1.3.1 An examination (the Examination) of the Application is to be held pursuant to 
Chapter 4 of Part 6 of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) and the Infrastructure 
Planning (Examination Procedures) Rules 2010 (the EP Rules). 

1.3.2 A Preliminary Meeting, pursuant to Rule 7 of the EP Rules, was held on 10th 
April 2019 at the start of the examination period. 

1.4 Description of the Proposed Development 

1.4.1 The Proposed Development comprises REP and the associated Electrical 
Connection. These are described in turn, together with the anticipated REP 
operations, below. Chapter 3 Project and Site Description of the ES (6.1, Rev 
1) provides further details of the Proposed Development. 

REP 

1.4.2 REP would be constructed on land immediately adjacent to Cory’s existing 
RRRF, within the London Borough of Bexley (LBB) and would complement the 
operation of the existing facility. It would comprise an integrated range of 
technologies including: waste energy recovery, anaerobic digestion, solar 
panels and battery storage. The main elements of REP would be as follows:  

 Energy Recovery Facility (ERF): to provide thermal treatment of 
Commercial and Industrial residual (non-recyclable) waste with the potential 
for treatment of (non-recyclable) Municipal Solid Waste;  

 Anaerobic Digestion Facility: to process food and green waste. Outputs 
from the Anaerobic Digestion facility would be transferred off-site for use in 
the agricultural sector as fertiliser or as an alternative, where appropriate, 
used as a fuel in the ERF to generate electricity;  

 Solar Photovoltaic Installation: to generate electricity. Installed across a 
wide extent of the roof of the Main REP building;  

 Battery Storage: to store and supply additional power to the local 
distribution network at times of peak electrical demand. This facility would 
be integrated into the Main REP building; and  

 On Site Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Infrastructure: to provide an 
opportunity for local district heating for nearby residential developments and 
businesses. REP would be CHP Enabled with necessary on-site 
infrastructure included within the REP site.  

Electrical Connection 

1.4.3 In consultation with UK Power Networks, the Applicant has considered Electrical 
Connection route options to connect to the existing National Grid Littlebrook 
substation located south east of the REP site, in Dartford.  
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1.4.4 The Applicant can confirm that following further technical design work carried 
out by the Applicant and UK Power Networks, a single Electrical Connection 
route option is confirmed in the Applicant’s submission to the Examination at 
Deadline 2 and the updated Land Plans (2.1; Rev 1) and Works Plans (2.2; 
Rev 1) submitted into the Examination at Deadline 2.    
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2 Matters agreed between the Parties 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 The Parties are agreed on all matters subject to the clarifications set out in this 
section below. 

2.2 Tidal Flood Defences 

Thames Estuary 2100 Plan 

2.2.1 Through the indicative diagrams C110-113 (appended to this SOCG), the 
Parties agree that it has been demonstrated that the Proposed Development 
does not preclude the raising of the flood defence to the second stage level (of 
7.7m AOD expected in 2070) proposed in the Thames Estuary 2100 Plan, and 
does not significantly restrict future defence raising options. These illustrative 
drawings were provided at the request of the EA in order to provide examples 
of technical solutions that could be adopted in the future should the need ever 
arise to raise the flood bank in line with the requirements of the Thames 
Estuary 2100 Plan.   

Flood Defence Condition Survey 

2.2.2 The Applicant is the riparian owners of the flood defence located within the 
REP site. 

2.2.3 The Parties agree that the remedial works proposed with Section 5.6 of the 
Flood Defence Condition Survey Summary Report (Appendix E of the 
Flood Risk Assessment (5.2, APP-033) shall be completed post consent but 
prior to operation of REP.  These include: 

 Repair expansion joints that are in poor conditions (Section 1 – Tide Sheet 
Pile Wall); 

 Repair cracks and missing stones in the stone pitching (Section 1 – Tide 
Sheet Pile Wall & 2 – Structural Wall); and 

 Repair minor concrete spalling at Old Borax Jetty structure (Section 3 - 
Reinforced concrete apron on CFA piles). 

2.2.4 The Parties agree that a review of survey requirements will be undertaken by 
the Applicant to understand the need to survey areas of the flood defences 
that were not assessed as part of the Flood Defence Condition Survey 
Summary Report (Appendix E of the Flood Risk Assessment – 5.2, APP-
033).  Additional flood defence condition surveys to establish any remedial 
action will be undertaken as appropriate and required. 

2.2.5 The repair and maintenance of the tarmac surfaced public right of way 
Thames Path footpath in Section 3 - Reinforced concrete apron on CFA piles 
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- is the responsibility of the Local Highway Authority (London Borough of 
Bexley). 

2.3 Flood Risk Activity Permit Area 

2.3.1 The Flood Risk Activity Permit Area (FRAPA) for REP is shown in diagram 
VAA-WA-50080100_1.0, VAA-WA-50080110_1.0 and VAA-WA-
50080101_1.0 appended to this SOCG.  

2.3.2 The necessity to apply for a Flood Risk Activity Permit will be disapplied as 
part of the DCO, with all necessary controls being provided for in the 
protective provisions for the benefit of the Environment Agency to be included 
in Part 4 of Schedule 10 of the draft DCO (dDCO) (3.1; Rev 1). This will 
include a requirement for the Applicant to notify the EA of any works 
anticipated within this area (both during construction and operation). The 
wording of the protective provisions has been amended to include the 
necessary controls in relation to the FRAPA and is being discussed between 
the parties. The parties are aiming to provide an update on these protective 
provisions at Deadline 3. 

2.3.3 During construction, activities within the FRAPA are anticipated to include 
material storage and part of a laydown area required during the erection of a 
mobile crane.  

2.3.4 During operation of REP, activities within the FRAPA are anticipated to include 
a service road (as indicated in diagram VAA-WA-50080101_1.0).  The Parties 
agree that no buildings (as defined within the dDCO (3.1; Rev 1) as “..includes 
any structure or erection or any part of a building, structure or erection”) will be 
placed within the Flood Risk Activity Area.  This wording will be reflected in the 
protective provisions at Part 4 of Schedule 10 of the dDCO (3.1; Rev 1) once 
agreed. 

 [Drafting Note: As per correspondence on 13th May 2019, the EA request the 
exclusion of the storage of flammable or combustible materials within the 
FRAPA.  This is currently being discussed with the EA and will be updated as 
appropriate in due course.] 

2.4 Terrestrial Biodiversity 

2.4.1 The Parties agree that whilst advice on biodiversity issues has been presented 
by the EA to the applicant, the EA do not intend to object to the Application on 
these issues. 

2.5 Environmental Permit 

2.5.1 The Parties agree that the following matters, relating to the commissioning 
and operational phases of REP, are to be addressed as part of the 
Environmental Permit application as Duly Made on 17 December 2018, and 
no further details are required as part of the DCO application: 
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 checking of air quality modelling; 

 checking of noise modelling; and 

 fire water management within the boundary of the proposed permit. 

2.5.2 It is understood that the EPR permit will not cover the construction phase or 
any part of the site once it is decommissioned i.e. the demolition/site 
clearance phase. 

2.5.3 The Parties agree that as per ‘Guidance for developments requiring planning 
permission and environmental permits’, dated October 2012 and consultation 
with the EA, the EP and DCO applications have been ‘parallel tracked’. 

2.6 Stage R1 application 

2.6.1 The Parties agree that the classification of the ERF as a ‘recovery facility’ will 
be determined by the EA in accordance with the Design Stage R1 application 
which was submitted to the EA on 7 February 2019. 

2.7 Draft Development Consent Order (dDCO) 

2.7.1 [Drafting Note: Additional comments from the EA on the Draft DCO were 
received on 13th May 2019.  These are being considered by the Applicant and 
will be updated as appropriate in due course.  The wording of the protective 
provisions has been updated to include the necessary controls in relation to the 
FRAPA and is being discussed between the parties.  The parties are aiming to 
provide an update on these protective provision at Deadline 3.] 



Statement of Common Ground 
Statement of Common Ground between the Applicant and The Environment Agency 

 

8 
 

3 Matters yet to be agreed between the Parties 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The Parties confirm that the following areas are under discussion between the 
Parties: 

[Drafting Note: 3.2 & 3.3 added following correspondence with EA on 13th May 
2019] 

3.2 Open Mosaic Habitat 

The creation of Open Mosaic Habitat on the flood embankment and the potential 
for this to affect the ability of the riparian owner and the EA to inspect the flood 
defence for defects and damage is still being discussed with the EA. 

3.3 Revision of the Main REP Building order limits 

The EA has requested that the parameters of the Main REP Building are 
modified to ensure that they do not overlap the FRAPA.  However, the Applicant 
considers the commitment to no buildings (as defined within the dDCO (3.1; 
Rev 1) as “...includes any structure or erection or any part of a building, structure 
or erection”) within the Flood Risk Activity Area covers off this issue, as reflected 
in this SoCG and will be included in the protective provisions once agreed. 
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4 Confirmation of Agreement 

This SOCG is prepared jointly and agreed by the Parties: 

 

Signed for and on behalf of the Applicant ...................................................................... 
 
Date:      ...................................................................... 

 

Signed for and on behalf of the Environment Agency    
 …….............................................................. 
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Appendix A  Indicative Flood Defence Potential 
Options 
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